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The artist Joyce Ling describes color as possessing a gentle persuasive power that is capable of
exhilarating and silencing people’s senses.

As aresult, in this painting, she deliberately deviates from mechanical techniques and instead leaves
objects unsophisticated so that people do not linger over techniques and misplace their attention, but
rather embrace the overall spontaneity and harmony of colors so that their emotions can be
accommodated in the gentle warmth of hues.
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In her opinion, art is like life. In most cases, people devote a lot of time to the learning of techniques
and theories, while overlooking the inherent spontaneity of color. As in life, we invest considerable
time and effort into planning, conceptualizing, exploring and gathering information in the external
world (education, public opinion, media). But in doing so, we have forgotten to view the world
through our untainted minds and manifest our creativity, instead we see the world and depict it with
our indoctrinated minds, leaving behind the shackles of un-creativity.
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As we forget to dispose of the everyday things we are taught, the external world, and as we forget to
close our eyes and open them to appreciate the sceneries and world, which were never taught to us
in their untainted minds, we find that the good or bad of the world is the result of the information we
are accustomed to, not the truth, not the truth we derive from our untainted minds.
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Joyce Ling is of the opinion that the concept of craftsmanship reflects the skillfulness of artists; artists
may at times be too focused on the techniques, which may lead to the loss of one's native spontaneity
in color and one's innate determination to achieve artistic success. To "learn" is in fact to master
outside methods and forfeit one's natural instinct to paint.
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Similar to our lives, we are influenced and educated from the beginning of our existence by the world,
and thus have almost no idea what our untainted minds are, which is why we are accompanied by
burdens and worries. As in the case of children, they still carry their untainted minds and remain
smiling when they are scolded ...... and this is how, those still with untainted minds are without
troubles.
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This is a painting in which the artist, Joyce Ling, had no idea what kind of subject matter she wanted
to portray, but she captured the image and colors by her instincts. She finds that if she does not focus
on the techniques, the colors will lead her to explore her heart, for only the untainted minds are the
most unhindered and fear-free, enabling her to find potential in the infinite.

Originally, she intended for the depiction of night in her work to blossom, yet her brushstrokes instead
revealed the surging of the room, the light fiddle, and the colorful flowers, adding levity and easiness
to the night, in contrast to the narrative of its splendor and allure.

Moreover, the elegance of the antique cabinets adds to the fascination of the scene, through where
the cat gazes out at the world, a distant viewing of the late night.

Each and every detail of this painting appears unintentionally and spontaneously, which is not a
manner of creation that a painter should adopt. However, Joyce Ling is particularly fond of this
manner of creation, recognizing that creation is in fact a relationship with one's own heart and mind,
not a relationship with techniques, nor is it a way of presenting to the viewer the unrealistic nature of
such skill acquisition. For this reason, Joyce Ling delights in discovering herself in such a fashion,
the self that has not been overwhelmed by techniques and skills for all of her years.
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Without the past self, how can we achieve our present self? So, where are our original selves and our
untainted minds from the past? The " untainted minds " in life is seemingly not related to living?
However, " it" is entangled with our daily life and existence. "It" determines the intensity and quality
of life, because it possesses infinite energy, and therefore has the ability to manifest our accumulated
selves, as the saying goes, "The Way is as simple and multifarious as it is diffused”, this primordial
intention of ours has an infinite and far-reaching power of unimaginable and indescribable merit and
virtue. If we do not look for “it" in this life, but rather for the false existence of “it” in realizations,
we walk along a lost path without a path to return home. Therefore, at the end of the road of life, all
that we are looking for, are our untainted minds.
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We are constantly in search for artificial skills or things. But when we find the simplest of ourselves
- our untainted minds, our original nature - only then will we have the answer to life, and inevitably,



our life will gain in vitality. In art, too, the less technically heavy the expression, the more we see the
"truth", "simplicity", "beauty", "nature" and the authentic aesthetics without the artificiality of
craftsmanship.
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"The happiness of life often depends on how much weight is placed on it, and the more the external
world guides us, the more weighted we become, and the less we are able to recognize ourselves.”
Joyce Ling comments.

As in this painting, the more innocent and simple it is, the less weighted it is, the more we can see
the tension of the natural colors and the unexpected burst of colors, as well as the quiet and colorful
night outside the window, similar to the cat's frequentation of the outside world or its expectation of
its master's return or its puzzlement of the human night world, which is in fact an intoxicating scene.

Joyce Ling:

Art is the process of transforming experience into beauty. Confusion is the process of transforming
an experience into a wound.

https://www.joyceart.tw/zh/portfolio-item/it-1s-night/




