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the Gods - Wonders
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Artist Joyce Ling believes painting or artwork is a representation of the artist's character.
Therefore, an artwork can reveal an artist's message, but also the revelation one tries to
accord. An artist should be inner focused rather than be swayed by outside influence;
as the old adage suggests, the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.
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Painting is a product of culture, coordination between the work and the artist itself is
the least of the contribution artists must achieve; otherwise, it may just be a mundane
pursuant of public perception of aesthetics. A term often used by European artists is
“boring beauty”, which is rampant on the market today.
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Wonder by Ling is an abstract painting with coordinated colors. The colors suggest the
artist’s balanced energy field, healthy mind, and body, in which she delivers with
tremendous verve that is transmissible as a calming force to her audience.
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Interestingly, the painting is more than what meets the eye. Observing the details, the
painting is a metaphor for development of all things within the universe; for those with
an eye for the details, seeing the minute is much like understanding ideas that the secular
is ignorant of. The deeper one beholds; one should discover a figure of a Buddha sitting
in the middle. The painting is complex in its meaning, the ingenuity lies with the simple
message within, that does not require words to describe, yet not easily observed by the
naked eye.
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The painting started with chaotic strokes into the orderly, with the Buddha placed in the
center to suggest the human mind starts off blurred, in the dim, confused, to slowly into
the clear. Simply put, people are often drowned in the secular world of knowledge but
deep down in their consciousness, the meaning of life is an epiphany away. If untouched
by the life, death, or the confusing nature of the secular world, it is hard to dig out the
unpolluted nature we all still preserve; if inexperienced in the worldly fears, we would
not find the undeterred, fearlessness in us. God is omnipresent, with us in life and in
death, the only way to discover truth is by holding onto our conscience, undisturbed by
worldly influences, and staying in the state of stillness.
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The Buddha figure is back facing the observer, suggesting that every man has a heart
of their own, the God is omnipresent, it is not a part of the secular, but also a part of it.
Only those that have an eye for the details, can stand to sense and discover the truth.
Truth, as the painting suggests, cannot be delivered by word. For the enlightened should
stay on top of this treasure, cease to be swung by the confusion of the secular.
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Buddhists believe in fate, where fate has it, those that can realize the truth from within,
those that live in the state of stillness, when observing the painting should, smile in a
sense of knowing; but those that are still stuck in the confusion of the secular, would
struggle to perceive.
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The life of the living spends most of our days connected to the outside world, our
thoughts and gaze are polluted by desires: women are symbolic of lust, men are
symbolic of promiscuity. Nothing of the world is untrapped by the hunger of lust, the
colors of promiscuity. One gazes, if not all, for desire, our blood boils, our hearts
tremble. Our sights, bittered and littered by lust. We’re all miles apart from our true self.
Leaving this all behind is the key to connecting and finding ourselves.
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Trapped by lust, to overcome it, is as hard as conquering the mountains. If we only long
for the desires of our flesh, everything we get is a flash in a light, a smoke in the wind,
leaving behind the bitter. The secular desires are the bitterness of the future,
meaningless desires breed stubbornness, stubbornness breeds bitterness. The observant
sees through the meaningless, viewing it as dangerous beasts, and valuing it in
accordance.
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Do not look unto the world with a secular eye, learn to observe via our hearts. Our
heart's true understanding of the world brings stillness, breeds happiness, a true
happiness that stands the challenge of time.
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Ling says: Abstract painting as Wonder, is understood by the wise, for the confused,
they cannot see through the surface, only recognizing bright colors, dazzling features.
Those not in the know, Spring won’t come for the withered tree.
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To be observant of the details is the start to wisdom. The wise, even if they cannot
escape worldly problems, they inch slowly towards mastering wisdom, slowly inch
away from the valleys of their secular troubles. Abstract painting such as Wonder is the
metaphor of such spirit, the beauty lies in the comprehension without emphasis of
understanding through spoken or written words.
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The piece is created via natural brush strokes, Ling is adept at letting her creativity fly
without rigid theme restrictions. The strokes fall north to south, colors dance through
Ling’s strokes, piloted by her heart's silence and stillness. The colors fall where it may,
not overly brute, like water down a stream. It is seventy percent natural, thirty percent
contrived; although it may not be a masterpiece in the traditional sense, but there’s a

sense of surge within the still. A piece that is the culmination of Ling’s “temperament”,
a masterful work that could only be achieved under stability and stillness.
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Ling reminds herself that, matters may fail, men may lose, the outside world makes it

hard for us to find tranquility and stillness, yet we look to it for answers, trapped by the
lust, the desires of the world, slowly devoured. The wise, find answers within,
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undeterred by the devouring nature of the secular world. The world is filled with
struggles, failures, bitterness, but there’s an answer to every pitfall we face, cautious is
key!
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Ling believes painting is a great practice for focus and stillness, to regain the spirit we
lost outwardly to the world, a task not so easily achieved for people nowadays.
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For the observant, just like Wonder, is cognizant of the bizarre, the stars, the meaning
of the world... their happiness derives from their discovery of the truth. Only through
escaping the secular can you find the “wisdom” that brings forth true happiness, that is
not affected by time, by circumstance, by the disturbances and desires of the secular
world, happiness in its purest form.

https://www.joyceart.tw/zh/portfolio-item/wonders/




